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THE EPISTLE TO DIOGNETUS, 






and beautiful early Christian manuscripts 





now extant, apart from cauonical Scripture, 





is a letter consisting of ten chapters from an 
anonymous Greek Christian to a Pagan 
Greek named Diognetus. Dr. Tuke in the| 







Friends’ Quarterly Examiner says : 

‘It is indeed the very gem of Christian antiqui- 
ty. Looking at its intrinsic excellence, we had 
rather that all the other writings of the early Chris 
tians had been lost and this preserved, than they 
preserved and this lost.’’ 









Two other chapters appear to have been 
added by a later hand, treating upon knowl- 
edge, faith and spiritual life. His treatment 
of the atonement Dr. McClintock declares to 
be “almost worthy of St. Paul.” The date 
and authorship are uncertain. It has been 
attributed to Justin Martyr, but Dr. McClin- 
tock says : 










“ The epistle is superior to the 
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genuine writings of Justin Martyr, both in 
conta and force of thought, and in purity 
jand terseness of style. It betrays the free- 
dom of the school of St. Paul. Its whole 
character would rather place it somewhat 
earlier, between the apostolic fathers and 
Justin Martyr ; for Christianity is represented 
as something new which had but recently 
appeared in the world.” There are three 
manuscript copies extant. 

We append the following extracts, which 


we copy from the Quarterly Examiner : 





“Since I see thee, most excellent Diogne- 
tus, exceedingly desirous to learn the mode 
of siasidionian God prevalent among the 
Christians, and inquiring very carefully and 
earnestly concerning them, what God they 
trust in, and what form of religion they ob- 
serve, so as all to look down upon the world 
litself, and despise de*th, while they neither 


‘esteem those to be gods that are reckoned 
isuch by the Greeks, nor hold to the supersti- 
tion of the Jews; and what is the affection 
| which they cherish among ———o and 
why, in fine, this new kind or practice of 
piety has only now entered Ad the world, 
and not long ago; I cordially welcome this 
thy desire, and I implore God, who enables 
|us both to speak and to hear, to grant me so 
to speak, that above all I may hear you have 
been edified, and to you so to hear, that I 
who speak may have no cause of regret for 
having done so. . : ‘ - 

‘I suppose, then, you are suffic iently con- 
vinced that the Christians properly abstain 
from the vanity and error common to both 
Jews and Gentiles, and from the busy-body 





|spirit and’ vain boasting of the Jews; but 


you must not hope to learn the mystery of 
their peculiar mode of worshipping God from 
any mortal. 

“ For the Christians are distinguished from 
other men neither by country, nor language, 
nor the customs which they observe. For 
they neither inhabit cities of their own, nor 
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employ a peculiar form of speech, nor lead a 
life which is marked out by any singularity. 
The course of conduct which they follow has 
not been devised by any speculation or de- 
liberation of inquisitive men; nor do they, 
like some, proclaim themselves the advocates 
of any merely human doctrines. But, in- 
habiting Greek as well as barbarian cities 
according as the Jot of each of them has de- 
termined, and following the customs of the 
natives in respect to clothing, food, and the 
rest of their ordinary conduct, they display 
to us their wonderful and confessedly striking 
method of life. They dwell in their own 
countries, but simply as sojourners. As citi. 
zens, they share in all things with others, 
and yet endure all things as if foreigners. 
Every foreign land is to them as their na- 
tive country, and every land of their birth 
as a land of strangers. . . They are in 
the flesh, but they do not live after the flesh. 
They pass their days on earth, but they are 
citizens of heaven. They obey the prescribed 
laws, and at the same time surpass the laws 
by their lives. They love all men, and are 
persecuted by all. They are unknown and 
condemned ; they are put to death, and re- 
stored to life. They are poor, yet make 
many rich; they are in lack of all things, 
and yet abound in all; they are dishonored, 
and yet in their very dishonor are glorified. 


They are evil spoken of, and yet are justified ; 
they are reviled, and bless ; they are insulted, 


and repay the insult with honor; they do 
good, yet are punished as evil doers. When 
punished, they rejoice as if quickened into 
life; they are assailed by the Jews as for- 
eigners, and are persecuted by the Greeks; 
yet those who hate them are unable to assign 
any reason for their hatred. 

“To sum up all in one word—what the 
soul is to the body, that are Christians in the 
world. The soul is dispersed through all 
the members of the body, and Christians are 
scattered through all the cities of the world. 
The soul dwells in the body, yet is not of the 
body; and Christians dwell in the world, yet 
are not of the world. The invisible soul is 
guarded by the visible body, and Christians 
are known indeed to be in the world, but 
their godliness remains invisible. The ‘flesh 
hates the soul and wars against it, though it- 
self suffering no injury, because it is prevented 
from enjoying pleasures; the world also 
hates the Christians, though in ng wise in- 
jured, because they abjure pleasures. 
soul loves the flesh that hates it, and loves 
also the members; Christians likewise love 
those that hate them. The soul is impris- 
oned in the body, yet preserves that very 
body; and Christians are confined in the 
world as ina prison, and yet they are the 
preservers of the world. The immortal soul 


, | number. 


Thela 





dwellsin a mortal tahornacle ; and Christians 
dwell as sojourners in corruptible bodies, 
looking for an incorruptible dwelling in the 
heavens. The soul, when but ill-provided 
with food and drink, becomes better; in like 
manner the Christians, though subjected day 
by day to punishment, increase the more in 
God has assigned them this illus- 
trious position, which it were unlawful for 
them to forsake. 

“ For, as 1 said, this was no mere earthly 
invention which was delivered to them, nor . 
is ita mere human system of opinion, which 
they judge it right to preserve so carefully, 
nor has a dispensation of mere human mys- 
teries been committed to them, but truly 
God himself, who is almighty, the Creator of 
all things, and invisible, has sent from heaven, 
and placed among men, Him who is the 
truth, and the holy and incomprehensible 
Word, and has firmly established Him in 
their hearts. 

“If you also desire to possess this faith, 
you likewise shall receive first of all the 
knowledge of the Father. For God has 
loved mankind, on whose account He made 
the world, to whom He rendered subject all 
the things that are in it, to whom He gave 
reason and understanding, to whom alone 
He imparted the privilege of looking up- 
wards to Himself, whom He formed after 
His own image, to whom He sent His only- 
begotten Son, to whom He has promised a 
kingdom in heaven, and will give it to those 
who have loved Him. And when you have 
attained this knowledge, with what joy do 


you think you will be filled? Or, how will 


;}you love Him who has first so loved you? 


And if you love Him, you will be an imita- 
tor of his kindness. And do not wonder that 
a man may become an imitator of God. He 
can, if he is willing. For it is not by ruling 
over his neighbors, or by seeking to hold the 
supremacy over those that are weaker, or 
by being rich, and showing violence towards 
those that are inferior, that happiness is 
found: nor can any one by these things be- 
come an imitator of God. But these things 
do not at ail constitute His majesty. On the 
contrary, he who takes upon himself the 
burden of his neighbor; he who, in whatso- 
ever respect he may be superior, is ready to 
benefit another who is deficient; he who, 
whatsoever things he has received of God, 
by distributing these to the needy, becomes 

god to those who receive his benefits: he is 
an imitator of God. Then thou shalt see, 
while still on earth, that God in the heavens 
rules over the universe; then thou shalt be- 
gin to speak the mysteries of God; then 
shalt thou both love and admire those that 
suffer punishment because they will not deny 
God; then shalt thou condemn the deceit 
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and error of the world when thou shalt 
know what it is to live truly in heaven, when 
thou shalt despise that which is here es- 
teemed to be death, when thou shalt fear 
what is truly death, which is reserved for 
those who shall be condemned to the eternal 
fire, which shall afflict those even to the end 
that are committed to it. Then shalt thou 
admire those who for righteousness’ sake en- 
dure the fire that is but for a moment, and 
shalt count them happy when thou shalt 
know the nature of that fire. 

“I do not speak of things strange to me 
nor do L aim at anything inconsistent with 
right reason; but having been a disciple of 
the apostles, 1 am become a teacher of the 
Gentiles. I minister the things delivered to 
me to those that are disciples worthy of the 
truth. For who that is rightly taught aod 
begotten by the loving Word, would not seek 
to learn accurately the things which have 
been clearly shown by the Word to His dis- 
ciples, to whom the Word being manifest has 
revealed them, speaking plainly to them, not 
understood indeed by the unbelieving, but 
conversing with the disciples, who, being es- 
teemec faithful by Him, acquired a knowl- 
edge of the mysteries of the Father? For 
which reason He sent the Word that He 
might be manifested to the world; and He 
being despised by the people of the Jews, 
was, when preached by the apostles, believed 
on by the Gentiles. This is He who was 
from the beginning, who appeared as if new, 
and was found old, and yet who is ever born 
afresh in the hearts of the saints. This is 
He who, being from everlasting is to-day 
called the Son; through whom the church is 
enriched ; and grace, widely spread, increases 
in the saints, furnishing understanding, re- 
vealing mysteries, announcing times, rejoic- 
ing over the faithful, giving to those that 
seek, by whom the limits of faith are not 
broken through, nor the boundaries set by 
the fathers passed over. Then the fear of 
the law is chanted, and the grace of the 
prophets is known, and the faith of the Gos- 
pels is established, and the tradition of the 
apostles is preserved, and the grace of the 
church exults; which grace if you grieve 
not, you shall know those things which the 
Word teaches, by whom He wills, and when 
He pleases.” 

— , 
INFALLIBLE RESULTS OF PAPAL BLESSINGS. 

It has really appeared for many years as 
if the blessing of the Pope brow; ght ruin upon 
any cause on which it was bestowed. He 
solemaly blessed the arms of Charles Albert 
f Sirdinia, and the rout and disaster of | 
Novara came immediately aft er. He blessed 
the House of Naples with great pomp and 


ceremony just before Garibaldi overran the 


- 
ee 


Siciiies and cleansed them of the Bourbons. 
He blessed the Queen of Spain with affec- 
tionate effusion, and gave her the Golden 
Rose of virtue and piety, and while its petals 
preserved their newest gloss, Topete with his 
fleet opened Spain to ‘the Revolution, and 
Prim and Serrano entered in and possessed 
the land. Every one remembers how recent- 
ly his paternal benediction was given, under 
circumstances of special solemnity, to the 
Child of France and his beautiful and devot- 
ed mother. The result is to be seen at Chis- 
elhurst. When Isabella of Bourbon abdicat- 
ed a crown she no longer possessed, in favor 
of her son, the fatal blessing of Mastai Fer- 
retti was asked for and most heartily given— 
and from that instant the Alfonsista move- 
ment, which had formerly had some promise 
in Spain, declined in energy and influence. 
Maximilian of Austria went to Mexico 
freighted with the same disastrous benedic- 
tion—which clung to him up to Queretaro. 
His young wife came to Europe to restore the 
failing fortunes of her consort. She madea 
plucky fight in Paris, bearing without flinch- 
ing the cowardly shuffling of the Emperor, 
and the chilly politeness of Drouyn de L’huys. 
But when the benign and fatherly face of His 
Holiness beamed upon her, a mortal cold- 
ness pierced her heart ; her brain went wild, 
and the resolute and haughty princess left 


the Vatican a raving maniac.—New York 
Tribune. 


INDIAN DEPARTMENT. 


From the Baltimore Suan of Third month 4th. 
The Association of Friends and Indian Affairs. 


The Associated Executive Committee of 
Friends on Indian Affairs, which convened 
in this city on Wednesday last, finished its 
| labors on Thursday night. All the delegates 
were present except one, representing the 
nine Yearly Meetings of Friends, and twenty 
Siates. Enoch Hoag, Superintendent of the 
| Central Superintendency, Dr. Wm. Nichol- 
son, General Agent of f the Commission, and 
Isaac T. Gibson, Agent of the Osages, were 
in attendance, and added considerably to the 
interest and importance of the sittings. Dur 
ing the sessions of the Committee, the follow- 
ing business was transacted : 








The Committee on Reorganization report- 
ed that the General Agent of the Committee 
ishould reside within the limits of the Central 


i 


Superintendency. That Indian agents be re- 
| quired to submit to his judgment and appro- 
| val all members of the religious Soc iety of 
| Friends whom they may propose to appoint 
jas assistants in the work. That he shall 
| keep us constantly informed by letter, and, 


'so far as practicable, by pers sonal inspection, 
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of the condition and needs of the several | 


agencies. 

Thev also believe that advantage will re- 
sult from a greater division of committee | 
work, end therefore propose that the standing | 
sub-committees of this shall be the Washing- 


charge of our relations to the Government; 
the Committee on Instruction; the Commit- 


tce on the Religious Interests of the Indians, | 


and the Committee on Industrial Pursuits. 
They also recommend that the Chairmen 
of these Committees, with the Superintendent | 
of the Central Soperintendency, and General 
Agent of Associated Executive Committee, 


shall constitute a Council, which shall meet | 


twice in each year at the Superintendent's 
office for consultation and to aid the officers 
of the Superintendency in such ways as may 
be practicable, one of these meetings to be 
held about the 1st of Second month. 

They also recommend that the Associated 
Executive Committee hereafter hold two 
stated meetings in each year—one in the 
Fifth, andthe other in the early part of the 
Eleventh month. 

The Committee on Traders’ Licenses and 
Modification of the Government Plan of 
Trading reported that they had given the 
subject much thought and some examination, 
and the only practical recommendation that 
they could offer is to encourage the Superin- 
tendent and Agents to carry out with rigor ex- 
isting laws, and appoint only reliable men as 
traders. 

The official copy of the “Laws, Regula: 
tions, &e., of the Indian Bureau” says that 
the traders must be “of unexceptionable 
character ;” “ must have a license and give 
bond, with security not exceeding $5000 ;” 
“the application must set forth the details of 
the proposed business,” “such as capital, 
location and clerks.” The restrictions upon 
the sale of intoxicating liquors are numercus 
and clearly defined; no reference, however, 


is made to profits upon sales or quality of| 


goods. It must be apparent that the whole | 
matter turns upon the moral character of the | $ 


trader, his knowledge of business and suffici- 
ency of capital. As Indian trading is at- 
tended with risk, loss of interest and heavy 
transportation expenses, co-operative stores, 
such as the Committee had among the freed- 
mer, eannot be established among the In- 
dians in their present condition. A healthy, 


open competition as soon as the situation of | 


the Indians will admit of it, is the best basis 
upon which to regulate all trade. 

The minutes of the sessions exhibit the fol- 
lowing as the work which engaged the atten- 
tion of the Commission :— 

From information received from Superin- 
tendent Hoag and Agent Stubbs the Com- 


mission was satisfied that the interests of the 
Kaws require their 1¢moval to the Indian 
| Territory and the « er p of their present 
reservation, at its fair value, into a fund for 
the benefit of the ne and the Indians de- 


g-| sire to go as soon as proper arrangements can 
ton Committee, who shall, as heretotore, have | 


be made for it. 

The Committees of the several Yearly 
lsestinne were requested to contribute their 
| respective proportions of $5000 for the use of 
| this Committee. 

A reorganization of the Committee became 
necessary in order to give increased efficiency 
to its work, and there were ap pointed Jobn 
B. Garrett, Edward Earle, Francis T. King, 
Benjamin H. Wright and Murray Shipley to 
consider the subject. 

Benj. Tatham, Wm. C. Taber, Thomas 
Wistar, Wm. Nicholson and Dr. James C. 
Thomas were appointed to prepare a brief 
jaddress to the Board of Indian Commission- 

ers, inviting their attention to the action of 
the Legislature of Missouri instructing their 
ee and requesting their Representatives 
in Congress to advocate the opening by the 
| Government of the United States of the In- 
dian Territory for settlement by white citi- 
zens. 

The Superintendent informed the Commis- 

sion that in the autumn of last year the 
Southern Superintendency was discontinued, 
and the Agents thereof instructed to report 
directly to ‘the Commissioner of Indian Af: 
fairs. The change made it necessary for 
Superintendent Hoag to preside over a Coun- 
cil of the Indian Tribes recently held at Ok- 
mulgee, and necessitates his attention to any 
| duties within the limits of the late Southern 
Superintendency specially assigned to him 
from time to time by the Indian Office. On 
account of this increased responsibility, the 
Superintendent was required to give addition: 
al bonds to the Government to the amount of 
$150,000. 

Superintendent Hoag requested the advice 
and co operation of the Committee in the dis- 
bursement of the special appropriation of 
$60,600 granted by Congress last year for the 
benefit of the tribes of the Central Superin- 
|tendency, and of similar appropriations in 
the future. The subject was referred to the 
Committee on Organization. 

Agent Gibson stated that the Osages had 
accepted in the Ninth month last the law 
passed by Congress providing for the removal 
of those Indians from Kansas; that they had 
|since left their reservation, and were DOW 
temporarily settled within the limits of the 
Indian Territory, near the Little Verdigris 
river, but that the location of the 96th merid- 
ian, upon which the bounds of their new tract 
depends, has not yet been determined by the 
Government, nor have the Osages and Chero- 
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kees been able to agree upon a price to be(are to be opened upon them, it will be worse 
paid and received by them respectively for|than useless to expect success in the great 
the tract, on which account progress in the| object of our endeavors. On the other hand, 
settlement and civilization of the Osages is| we have indubitable evidence that the faith- 
checked. The matter requiring the immedi-| ful execution of our obligations will result in 


ate attention of the Government, the Wash-| elevating them into useful and law-abiding 
ington Committee was requested to co-oper- | citizens. 


ate with the Agent in procuring prompt ac-| Signed at a meeting of the aforesaid Com- 
tion by the Government in the case. mittee, held at Baltimore the 2d day of the 


Superintendent Hoag also informed the| Third month, 1871: 

Commission that a Council of Representatives W. C. Taber and Edward Earle, of the 
of the nomadic tribes of the Indian Territory| New England Yearly Meeting; William B. 
would be held at the Wachita Agency on or| Collins and Benjamin Tatham, of New York 
about the 24th of Fourth month next, the 
object being to induce these tribes to unite| B. Garrett, of Philadelphia Yearly Meeting ; 
with those more civilized in the Government | Francis T. King and J. Carey Thomas, of 
proposed to be established by the Council| Baltimore Yeaily Meeting ; Wm. Nicholson, 
recently held at Okmulgee. Murray Ship-|of North Carolina Yearly Meeting; John 
ley, Thomas Wistar and Joseph D. Hoag! Butler and George K. Jenkins, of Ohio Year- 
were appointed to join the Superintendent in| ly Meeting ; Murray Shipley and E. L. John- 
attendance of the Council, if way should open | son, of Indiana Yearly Meeting ; Amos Doan 
for it. |and Benjamin H. Wright, of Western Year- 
ly Meeting; Lindey W. Hoag and Joseph 
B. Hoag, of Iowa Yearly Meeting. 


The Indian Territo-y— Memorial from Friends. 
The following remonstrance against the 

opeving of the Indian Territory to white set- 

tlers was received to-day by the Secretary of 

the Board of Indian Commissioners in this | 

city —— 

To the Board of Indian Commissioners : 

The undersigned, Associated Executive 
Committee of Friends on Indian Affairs, 
representing nine Yearly Meetings of Friends} peopie.” He reports 3000 Indians in the 
residing in twenty-two States, have seen with | Agency. He estimates that they will have 
sorrow the reported resolution of a State!sold this season 10,000 or 12,000 buffalo 
Legislature instructing its Senators and Rep-| rebes, for which they receive $7.00 each ; but 
resentatives to urge upon Congress the open-| he much regrets that they are often sold or 
ing of the Indian Territory for settlement; | rather traded for articles of little practical 
and although we cannot believe that either | value. He reports that there were last sum- 
Congress or the people of the United States| mer 300 children at this Agency eligible for 
will listen to a proposition so unjust to the| school, but there were neither school-building, 
Indians, and so dangerous to the interest and | books nor teachers; ‘“‘ We have every reason 
welfare of the nation, we deem it a fit occa- | to believe,” he says, “that the golden oppor- 
sion to ask you, and through you all good |iunity will be again presented the coming 
cluizeus, to waite in securing to this deeply- lsummer. The question arises, shall we allow 
injured people the homes solemnly guaranteed | it to pass unimproved ?—I trust not.” 


LETTERS FROM THE FIELD or LABOR.— 
Several acceptable letters are excluded by 
press of matter, which are partly covered by 
other communications. J. R. Townsend 
writing from the Cheyenne Agency says: 
‘Now is the golden opportunity to sow the 
precious seed of the gospel among a heathen 








to them and their posterity. Our object,| ————————__-__- Le 
when we accepted the invitation of the Presi- | 5 ae i 
dent to aid in carrying out his just and| + eae Seon 





peaceful policy, was to extend to the Indians| We hope that France may find in this war 
the benefit of Christian civilization, accord-|delivery from herself. Ridden by priests, 
ing to the gospel of Christ. Past exverience | blinded by ignorance, intoxicated with con- 
had shown us that this could not be accomp- | ceit, demoralized by vanity and vice, nothing 
lished so long as they were subjected to the| but the ravages of fire and sword and the 
schemes of uaprincipled men, whose influence | spectacle of the brilliant capital a captive, 
is subversive of every eff rt to instil the prin-| could have disenchanted her. We may hope 
ciples of Christianity. The pledge of suffici- for a French republic; but the time of figs 
eat territory in which these people could be|is not yet. An illiterate republic is an im- 
thus instructed and shielded from adverse in-| possibility, and one-third of all Frenchmen 
fluence was the understood condition on which | are in absolute ignorance. A priest-ridden 
the Society of Friends entered upon their| republic the world will never see; and yet 
arduous engagements. If this condition isto| French peasants and French women are 
be disregarded, and the floodgates of iniquity | sunk in fathomless superstition, and march 


Yearly Meeting; Thomas Wistar and John 








: 
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in droves at the bidding of the priests. An| 
irreligious nation cannot be free, and the, 
thinking mind of France is utterly without 
faith. When France shal! learn that her 
real foes are not in Germany, but in France, 
that her real battle is ayainst priestcraft, ig- 
norance, skepticism, and licentiousness, we 
may hope for a French republic. 

But such fundamental revolutions as we 
have pointed out are not wrought in an hour. 
Education cannot be made universal in less 
than a generation. It is not the ballot, but 
the book ; not the republic, but the school- 

_master that the French want most. Free 
France is greatly nearer than it was; but we 
must not be impatient.— The Independent. 


———_—___ -- 38 


From The Christian. 
TO CHRISTIAN WOMEN. 

(Extracts from an address by Jane M. Richardson.) 
My dear Sisters,— Will you bear with me 
while I endeavor to bring before your impar- 
tial notice a subject which to some may be 
rather distasteful, while others may regard it 
as a matier of trivial importance ; neverthe- 
less, it seems to me at the present time wor- 
thy of more than a passing thought. I refer 
to our Christian duty as regards personal at- 
tire. I am aware there are many voices 
heard on this subject. Some are saying, 
“ God looks only at the heart;” others, that 


“it is right to appear attractive and graceful 


to those around;” again, “It is fitting to 
dress according to our rank and position in 
society ;’ further, “It does not answer any 
good purpose to be peculiar and odd in our 
dress ;” and, “ It is our duty to make our re- 
ligion attractive to the world.” These plaus- 
ible statements carry weight with not a few, 
and tend in the case of some to silence a voice 
within, and soothe the mental disquiet which 
may at times be felt, while considering some 
such plain Scripture injunction as the follow- 
ing :—“ Be not conformed to this world.” 

Permit me, in as short a manner as possi- 
ble, to examine these statements by the light 
of truth. 

First Statement.—“ God looks only at the 
heart.” 
begins there ; but God looks for fruit, for our 
light to shine, for proof in our daily life that 
we are “transformed by the renewing of our 
minds,” for evidence that we have been re- 
deemed from the world. 

But is any one ready to say, “ My dress 
will neither glorify Him nor defile His tem- 
ple?’ To the former I would reply, ““Wheth- 
er ye-eat or drink, or whatsoever ye do, do 
all to the glory of God ;” to the latter by 
quoting that searching Scripture, “W hatso- 
ever is not of faith is sin.” And, pointing to 
extravagant fashions, I would ask, Are they 
not unbecoming drapery for a temple of God? 
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|—unbecoming that spirit which can say, “I 
am crucified with Christ "—unbecoming the 
foliowers of Him who pleased not Himself, 
but trod the way of cross-bearing and self- 
denial, “leaving us an example, that we 
should follow His steps ?” 

Second Statement.—“ It is right to appear 
attractive and graceful in the eyes of those 
around.” In reply I would ask, What can 
be more attractive and pleasing, to eyes un- 
distorted by the god of fashion, than a simple 
yet graceful attire, regulated by a pure and 
correct taste, enhanced by the native ease of 
unfettered movement? And what more un- 
attractive and displeasing to the intelligent 
observer than some of the fashions which now 
prevail, by means of which dressmakers and 
drapers seem to use the sisterhood as pegs un 
which to hang in fantastic forms their wares 
and merchandise? When I look at these 
and seriously reflect, ] am ready to blush tor 
the dignity of our womanhood, and wonder if 
sensible men do not despise or pity. 

Dear Christian sisters, let me ask, Do these 
things make us attractive to the eye of the 
Master whom we serve? Do they become 
women professing godliness? When we see 
the gold and pearls and costly array, and 
mark too often in the world of fashion around 
us the absence of the modest apparel, * with 
shamefacedness and sobriety,” and see the 
symmetry of the human form deformed by 
“pads,” and “ puffs,” and “ bustles,” and the 
graceful movements of nature crippled by 

“ Grecian bends,” and “Alexandra limps,” 
it not enough to remind us of Isaiah's solemn 
message, ‘* Because the daughters of Zion are 
haughty, and walk with stretched forth necks, 
and wanton eyes, walking and mincing as 
they go, and making a tinkling with their 
feet; therefore. . . . the Lord will!take away 
the bravery of their tinkling ornaments.” etc. ? 
(See Isa. iii. 16-24). 

Third Statement.—* It is fitting and proper 
to dress according to our rank and position in 
society.” In reply to this, perhaps I cannot 
do better than to quote the words of a holy 
man lately gone to his reward: “ Neatuness 


is 


Now we know that the great work | and inexpensiveness should govern the choice 


of all ranks; general plainness would lead to 
no confusion ; many thirgs better than dress 
make distinction between superiors and do- 
mestics ; vulgar wealth, whose only right to 
rank is balance at a banker’ s, needs finery to 
mark it; but cultivated people, native to the 
air of good society, are not in such straits, 
and require no such label.” He goes on to 
say, “It cuts me to the heart to see young 
mothers and Sunday-school teachers tricked 
out in the height of fashion ; such things will 
ever prove to be ruinous snares, until we start 
our children on another track.” 

Fourth Statement.—* It does not answer 
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any good purpose to be peculiar or odd in 
our dress.” I do not plead for peculiarity or 
oddness, for a badge, or for conformity to any 
rule of dress; but I do plead for Christian 
simplicity and moderation, and if this neces- 
sitates our becoming peculiar in the eyes of 
the world, we cannot help it. We know who- 
soever will be a friend of the world is an 
enemy of God, and we are told that Christ 
came to “sanctify unto Himself a peculiar 
people.” 

A great man once said, “ The trimmings of 
the vain world would clothe a naked world ; 
and we do know that moderation and self- 
denial aid the good and blessed purpose of 
bringing relief and comfort into homes of 
wretchedness and poverty; while rich and 
costly apparel too often cramp the means 
and withhold the hand of many in moderate 
circumstances. 
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Fifth Statement.—“ It is our duty to make 
religion attractive to the world.” But by 
conformity to the world we weaken our power 
of influencing others. Christians are now too 
much blended with the world; many ap 
proach as near as possible to its hab- 
its, forms, and ceremonies, while they en- 
deavor to preserve some spark of life in their 
own souls. This at least seems the practice, 
if not the aim, of too many among us. What 
we want to make religion attractive, and | 
Christianity a living power, is a consistent, 
holy, self denying g life; not a bigoted adher- 
ence to sect or party ; not mere talking—not 
the profession nor the form—but the lan- 
guage of example speaking by the simplicity 
of our lives, by the godly sincerity of our 
words and actions, by the moderation of our 
desires and habits, by our liberality and fer- 
vent charity. 































There is at the present time much said 
about the rights of women. I would that we 
could fully apprehend “that for which we 
are appre shended of Christ Jesus ’—that we 
really understood the true dignity of our po- 
sition as Christian women. We should not 
thea “ stretch ourselves beyond our measure,” 
or meddle in worldly matters unsuited to our 
calling, 

Our work—in which we can glorify Him 
—lies around us in the daily life of our quiet 
homes. In the words of the poet— 















‘*We need not bid for cloistered cell 
Oar calling or our friends farewell, 
Or strive to wind ourse!ves too high, 
For sinful men beneath the sky ; 
The daily round, the common task, 
Will furnish all we need to ask— 
Room to deny ourselves, a road 
To bring us daily nearer God.’’ 








Dear wives and mothers, ours is a solemn 
charge ; may the daily language of our lives 
utter words like these—* Follow me, as I am 
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endeavoring to follow Christ.” Then will the 
hearts of our husbands safely trust in us, then 
will our children rise up and call us blessed! 

Dear Sabbath-school teachers, yours is a 
blessed work, to raise the fallen, to instruct 
the ignorant, and Jead the little ones to Jesus. 
Be careful lest the quick eye of youth detect 
a difference between your weekly teaching 
and your daily walk. Dress is often a fatal 
snare to the poor—the first step in a down- 
ward path of sin. When you sit before the 
class, and they regard you as their model 
and example, oh ! be careful that, not only by 
your loving words, but also by the neatness 
and simplicity of your attire, you “ adorn the 
doctrine of God, your Saviour.” 

cents 
THE CRITERIA OF PROGRESS. 
BY JAMBS ANTHONY FROUDE. 

A serious person, when he is informed that 
any particular country is making strides in 
civilization, will ask two questions. First 
personally, Are the individual citizens grow- 
ing more pure in their private habits? Are 
they true and just in their dealings? Is their 
intelligence, if they are becoming intelligent, 
directed towards learning and doing what is 
right, or are they looking only for more ex- 
tended pleasures and for the means of cb- 
taining them? Are they making progress in 
what old fashioned people used to call the 
fear of God, or are their personal selves and 
the indulgence of their own inclinations the 
end and aim of their existence? 

The other question is this. Each nation 
has a certain portion of the earth’s surface 
allotted to it, from which the means of its 
support are being wrung: are the proceeds of 
labor distributed justly, according to the 
work which each individual has done ; or does 
one plough and another reap in virtue of supe- 
rior strength, superior cleverness or cunning? 

— 
CHRISTIAN ENTHUSIASM. 

We cold-hearted, decorous Christians must 
rise to a new glow of enthusiasm, before the 
Kingdom of God can come with power. To 
become painfully sensible how much we need 
a warmer, deeper, holier earnestness—this is 
the first thing. To place our souls more ful- 
ly under the legitimate impression of the 
glorious person and the redeeming work of 
Christ—our hearts in closer contact with the 
throbbings of His heart in its deep sympathy 
with a suffering world—this is the thing 
next in order. To ask more and expect more 
of the indwelling of the Holy Ghost, so that 
like primitive saints we may live in the spirit 
and not after the flesh—may be full of the 
Holy Ghost and of faith—this is the third 
thing. All of which amounts simply to say- 
ing that we must attain to be more thorough- 
ly Christ-like, and to exemplify in ourselv«s 
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that devotion to Him on which the whole 
New Testament insists. Christian enthusiasm 
can only be produced and sustained by a liv- 
ing contact with God and the open vision of 
Divine and eternal realities. It will come 
only with a flood-tide of heavenly influences 
setting in on the hearts of ministers and 
churches, and bringing them up toa nobler 
type of piety. It must be looked for, there- 
fore, in answers to prayer, in the far reaching 
revival of religion through rich outpourings 
of the Spirit, and in more hearty and resolute 
personal self-sacrifice and __ self-devotion. 
Christian reader, rest not till your own heart 
glows as if with seraphic fire—Ray Palmer. 
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REFERENCE TO 
urs BEARING UPON GODLINESS.—We have 


Dress CONSIDERED IN 


feared that in the dread of formalism and of 


mere conventionalism, there may be a re- 
bound in which the importance of Christian 
simplicity and modesty of attire would be 
ignored. There is a safe and blessed path 
for the believer to walk in, which becomes a 
peculiar one, not from studied singularity, 
but rather a delicate recoil from display, a 
circumspect avoidance of worldliness and 
vanity. The exact line of demarcation is 
one which each disciple should ascertain for 
himself or herself whilst humbly seeking to 
live to the glory of God. In shunning all 
self-righteousness and all pharisaical formali- 
ty, the snares and trammels of fashion are 
to be eschewed, and the well balanced mind 
may sustain a beautiful Christian equipoise 
“as using this world and not abusing it.” 
It becomes men and women professing godli- 
ness that the mind be not engrossed and ab- 
sorbed by the accidents of attire. Decent 
neatness is commendable, and dees not in- 
volve wearing the livery of vanity and sin. 
The Christian should bring the regulating 
principle to bear upon the minor things of 
life. 


involved in conformity to fashion. 


There is great extravagance and waste 
There 
may be reprehensible costliness in retaining 
an obsolete mode when no principle demands 
its retention. 


‘‘In dress and customs the same rule will hold, 
Alike fantastic if too new or old. 

Be not the first by whom the new is tried, 

Nor yet the last to lay the old aside.”’ 


We publish extracts from an essay on 
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dress, written by Jane M. Richardson, of 
Moyallon House, County Down, Ireland, and 
sent for insertion by a Friend who thinks the 
time opportune for inculcating the practic 
of self-denying virtues, and for presenting, 
on true grounds, the rational, gospel and vi- 
tally essential doctrine of simplicity. 
mame 

Sue 1s Not Deap, Bur SLeePETH.—We 
have already given some account of the ex- 
plorations at Jerusalem, and look with deep 
interest for further developments. What his- 
tories, reaching backward for thousands of 
lie buried under the débris of this 
ancient city, whose streets were trodden by 
Abraham and also by Melchisedec, who made 


years, 


it his royal residence from which he went 
forth to meet and bless the “ Friend of God,” 
the father of the faithful. In this day the 
zeal of antiquarian research is penetrating 
through the desolations of many generations 
to demand an answer from the buried past, 
and to take evidence respecting patriarchs, 
prophets, kings, Xe. 


‘* The earthly abode 
Of humanity clothed in the brightness of God.’’ 


Deep is the interest of Christendom in al! 
that can illustrate scenes so historic and so 
pregnant, to the mind of every believer in 
prophecy, with sublime and thrilling expec- 
With what emotions of interest, 
then, do we read that Jewish emigration to 


tations. 


Palestine is encouraged by the Turkish mon- 
arch, and that a disposition is evinced to 
sell to the descendants of Israel the Mosque 
of Omar, the site of the temple, the very lo- 
eality of the altar reared by Abraham for 
the offering of Isaac. We hold Jerusalem 
very dear on account of the classic and sa- 
cred past, and for the sacred and classic fu- 
ture. “The city of the Great King” will 
yet become the joy of the whole earth. Glori- 
ous things are spoken of her prospectively 
(some of them doubtless in metaphor), and 
the word of Truth stands pledged for the 
literal fulfilment of literal prophecy. 
SurcipaL Licenses.—We doubt whether 
there is any other wrong perpetrated upon 
mankind so disastrous in consequences and 
perpetrated with so general impunity as the 
traffic in inebriating liquor. What can be 
more preposterous than to sell to a class of 
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men license to corrupt the community, and to 
put into the public treasury the proceeds of 
such licenses, as though they could be a set- 
off to the crime, pauperism, insanity, misery 
and wide-spread demoralization traceable, 
not remotely but directly, to this execrable 
It is a strange infatuation in man- 


We have 


system. 
kind to permit the grievance. 
sometimes known the women of a neighbor- 


hood to rise en masse to abate the nuisance. | 


Sut for grave magistrates and judges, at the 
instance of reputable citizens (many of them 


fathers), solemnly to license the iniquity, | 
Who would think of 


is amazing fatuity. 
licensing a voleano? of selling the privilege 
of introducing yellow fever, cholera or smali- 
pox? Yet what were a merely physical evil, 
compared to that which includes incalcula- 
ble loss to every community, added to every 
variety of physical and moral blight and cat- 
astrophe, every shade of diabolism, every 
to 
all the capital invested in intoxicating drink, 


avenue ruin? What were the value of 


compared with the injury from its “ veno- 


mous distillment ” and baleful consequences. 


We clip from the N. Y. Journal of Com- 


merce the following notice of a law now en-| 


forced in Ohio: 


> 


“Sec. 3. Every husband, wife, child, parent, 
guardian, employer or other person who shall ba 
injured in person, property or means of support by 
auy intoxicated person, or in consequence of such 
intoxication, habitual or otherwise, shall have a 
right of action against both the person who sold 
the liquor and the landlord who owns the premises 
on which the sales were made.”’ 

A great number of suits have been brought 
under this law, which is said to be working well. 
The widow of a physician has obtained a verdict of 
$5,000 against the rum seller who sold the liquor 
which killed ber husband; a mother received 
$2,800 for the death of a son, and other mothers, 
wives and sisters have been awarded damages. It 
is provided in the law that a judgment obtained 
under it shall become a first lien upon the premises, 
and, in default of payment, everything—bnuildings, 
barrels, decinters and tumblers—may be knocked 
down at sheriff's sale. 

— 

MaryviILLe Meertva Hovusre.—The fol- 
lowing receipts are gratefully acknowledged: 
From — $10; “A Friend,” 
“A Friend,” $10; Vail, 
Total receipts, $407. 
$2593. 
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$20; “F,” $30; 
Amount still desired, 


- er: 


MARRIED. 
SMITH—CARTER.—At Friends’ Meeting- house, 
Spring River, Kansas, on the 10th of Twelfth month, 
1870, Thomas A. Smith to Elvira Carter; both of 
Spring River Monthly Meeting. 
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DIED. 


SAMPSON.—On the 19th of Second month, 1871, 
Sarah T., wife of Alden Sampson, in the 59th year 
of her age; a member of New York Monthly Meet- 
ing. The promise, ‘‘ Thou wilt keep him in perfect 
peace whose mind is stayed on Thee because he 
trusteth in Thee,’’ was beaut’fully fulfilled in the 
experience of this dear Friend, through her pro 
tracted and painful illness. She was enabled to 
cast herself entirely on her Saviour, and rejoicing 
in His salvation testified of His sustaining grace. 
Two weeks before her close, a little season of in- 
creased strength was given her, of which she availed 
to impress a parting message upon each member of 
her large family ; after which she felt that her work 
on earth was nearly done, and was soon disrebed of 
mortality to ba forever with the Lord 

GIFFORD.—In Fairhaven, Mass., on the 9th of 
Twelfth month, 1870, Tamar, widow of the late 
Arnold Gifford, of Sidney, Maine, in the 78th year 
of her age; an esteemed member and Elder of New 
Bedford Monthly Meeting. She was for nearly three 
years almost helpless from paralysis. The desire 
was paramount to acquiesce in the Divine will, and 
she was gradually led into a state of peaceful 
resignation and humble trust, in which we have the 
full assurance that her sun went down in brightness, 


HOBSON.—Near New London, Howard Co., Ind., 
on the 29th of First month, 1871, Nathan Hobson, 
in the 4lst year of his age ; an esteemed member of 
Honey Creek Monthly Meeting. Though he was 
suddenly called from works to rewards, he gave 
evidence of preparation in his meek, unassuming 
walk and testimony, to the sustaining power of Di- 
vine Grace in the soul. 

CARTER.—On the 5th of Twelfth month, 1870, 
at the residence of her son-in-law, Nathan Wheeler, 
Cherokee Co., Kansas, Asenath, widow of Esoch 
Carter, of Indiana, and daughter of John and Eliza- 
beth Kendall, of North Carolina, in her 67th year; 
an Elder of Spriag River Monthly Meeting. She 
was to her children and others a Christian example, 
and could testify that she loved her Saviour from 
her earliest recollection. At the age of 17 she made 
a covenant with a covenant keeping God, that if He 


| would be with her io the hour of temptation, she 


would serve Him the remainder of her days. And 


| as ber sun was drawing towards the western hori- 


zon, she could testify that goodness and mercy had 


| followed her all the days of her life, and that her 


hopes were centred on the mercies of Goi in Christ 
Jesus, our crucified and glorious Redeemer. She 


| felt nothing in her way, and quietly fell asleep in 


Jesus. 

MARIS.—[No date given.] Joseph M., son of 
Jonathan and Thomason Maris (the former de- 
ceased), aged 38 years; a member of Damascus 
Monthly Meeting, Ohio. He gave evidence of a 
preparation for the solemn change. 

MILLER.—Suddenly, on the 24th of Second 
month, 1871, in her 30th year, Eunice, wife of 
William T. Miller, and daughter of Absalom and 
Kunice Dennis; a beloved member of Cherry G:ove 
Monthly Meeting. It was her happy experience to 
come in faith, whilst in health, to the Lord, and the 
thankful assurance is felt that she has found rest 
unto her soul. 

CHACE.—In North Providence, R. L, on the 2d 
of First month, 1871, Frank C., only sou of Collins 
and Eley M. Chac, in the 19th year of his age; a 
member of Providence Monthly Mesting. He had 
been in the enjoyment of excellent health previous 
to his last sickness. From the first his illaess was 
alarming. He evinced more than usual resignation, 
and exhorted those around him to live in love. He 
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seemed to deepen in faith in the Saviour, being 
often engaged in supplication, and once requested 
all present to pass atime in silent prayer. The last 
day he lived he seemed to enjoy the fruition of 
peace, signifying that threugh faith in his Saviour 
his soul was cleansed from its sins, and that power 
and victory over the enemy had been given him. 

HADLEY.—On the 12th of Tenth month, 1870, 
Emma, daughter of Isaac and Susannah Hadley, in 
ber llth year; a member of Bear Creek Monthly 
Meeting, Iowa. Near her departure she repeated 
the passage: ‘‘ Yea, though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil.’’? She 
then requested her friends and relatives to meet ber 
iu that happy place, whither she had been wanting 
to go so long. 

MOTT.—In Moreau, Saratoga Co., N. Y., on the 
18th of First month, 1871, Ricbard Mott, Jr., in the 
9th year of his age ; and on the Ist of Second montb, 
Louisa Mott, iu the 11th year of her age: children 
of Richard and Eliza Mott, members of Moreau 
Monthly Meeting. The elder, although so young, 
met death with composure, and made touching re- 
marks indicating religious maturity, which have 
been fruitfal of much serious thought among the 
youth. 

HUNT.—Of typhoid fever, on the 2d of Second 
month, 1871, at his residence in San F ancisco, 
Cal., Asa Hunt, aged 43 years; a member of In- 
diavapolis Monthly Meeting. His end was peaceful. 

WILLITS.—On the 5th of Twelfth month, 1870, 
Charles Baldwin, ouly son of Ezra and Jane C. 
Willits, aged 25 years ; a member of Western Dis- 
trict Mouthly Meeting, Philadelphia. 





RAVERFURD SCHOOL ASSOCIATION. 

A Stated Annual Meeting of the Haverford School 
Association will be held on Se ond-day, Fourth 
month 10th, 1871, at 3 o’clock, P. M., at the Com- 
mittee Room of Arch St. Meeting-house, Philada. 

Puiuip C. Garrett, Secretary. 





CORRESPONDENCE, 


[From the Indian country. ] 
Many little incentives received during my 
stay of three years in your city, were as links 
in the great chain of events and incidents of 
my after life. I love to remember the many 
saintly faces in the different meetings with 
which I became familiar, and (what is of 
value to remember) the strengthening ef 
fect of words spoken by some of these. I 
have presented to me, as I give expression to 
the foregoing, the meek and gentle bearing 
of that dear old patriarch, John Letchworth, 
and. as with the light of day, do I see his 
kind look as he discoursed, on one occasion, 
upon the conversation between our Saviour 
and the woman at the well, touching the 
living water; there always seems an inspira- 
tion accompanying the revival of the words, 
“ The well is deep and Thou hast nothing to 
draw with, from whence then hast Thou that 
living water?” I cannot forget the figure as 
he sagely remarked at the close, “Friends, 
the trouble is, we don’t get our rope long 
enough to get down to the water.” 







‘* DRAWING WATER.’’ 


I have drunk with lips unsated 
Whe e the fonts of pleasure burst, 
I have hewn out “' broken eisterns,’’ 
But they mocked my spirit’s thirst. 
‘Oh !’? I said, “ life ’s cold and dreary, 
Being, cowfortless and dry, 
And God will not give me water, 
Tho’ I pray, and faint, and die.”’ 
Spoke there then a Friend and Brother : 
‘* Rise, and roll the stone away, 
There are wells of water hidden 
In thy pathway every day.”’ 
Then I felt my life was sinful, 
Very sinful, too my speech, 
All the welis of God's salvation 
Were too deep for me to reach. 
Still He answered, ‘‘ rise and labor, 
Doubts and idleness are death ; 
Hew thee out a goodly cistern 
With the mighty arm of Faith.’’ 
So I wrought, and shaped a vessel, 
Then bent lowly, kneeling there, 
And I drew up living water, 
With the Golden chain of Prayer. 


ARrKANSAS.—By letter from Alida Clark, 
we learn that at the Normal! Institute and 


Orphan’s Home near Helena, Arkansas, an 


interesting state of things exists, with much 
to exercise faith and patience. The organi- 
zation of temperance societies has had a bene- 
ficent effect, temperance being the recognized 
hand-maid to religion. Indeed, so ensnaring 
are the drinking usages, that the position of 
a pledged total abstinence man is regarded 
as essential to safety in this vicinity. En- 
ticements to drink are multiplying with cruel 
aggressiveness all over the land, on the 
plantations, at the cross-roads and elsewhere. 
Our dear Friends persevere undauntedly, 
with faith that the evil machinations will be 
brought to confusion, although the injustice 
of wicked and lazy men who are prepared to 
rob, cheat, and even murder the colored peo- 
ple for the sake of gain, is calculated to 
arouse the indignation of observers. 

There are boarding at the Home, preparing 
as teachers, six young men, three young wo- 
men, and fifteen orphans. They pay $2 per 
week for board, and work mornings and even- 
ings, and expect to engage as teachers at the 
end of the present session of ten months. 
The other pupils of both sexes work in the 
family and on the farm. 

The Preparative Meeting has u colored 
membership of thirty, “ most of them consist- 
ent, well behaved Christians, some of them 
able and lively ministers, teachers and ex- 
horters, fervent in prayer and supplication ; 
and in their transactions and daily walk 
among men, and in complying with con- 
tracts and engagements, they are a light 
amongst their people.” 

A. C. writes: “Our discipline contains 
many most valuable paragraphs that we 
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frequently bring to view. Indeed, I ‘bemmeal 
continually more closely bound to the testi- 
monies and doctrines and fundamental prin- 
ciples of Friends, and the more I feel called 
to proclaim the gospel message of salvation 
among these benighted people, in the midst 
of their old perverse task-masters, and the 
more I learn of the spuriousness of the reli- 
gion which has sanctioned the holding of fel- 
low-men as property, the more I am impressed 
with the goodness and wisdem of God in 
raising up George Fox and so powerful a 
body of like Christians, to rally and plead for 
the oppressed, to undo heavy burdens and to 
break every yoke.” 

Mention is made of the clear and thrilling 
yet mild and consistent testimony of several 
colored Friends, contrasted with the stum- 
bling blocks presented by other professed 
preachers, who not only indulge in intoxi- 
cating drink, but even carry it in their pock 
ets. These whiskey drinking ‘ ministers,’ 
who make positive profession that they are 
‘born of God,” strive to obstruct the 
formation of temperance societies; but the 
peopie have become convinced of the necessi- 
ty of this means of reform and of safety. 


Chicayo, 3d mo. 7th—Our Friend Isaac 
Robson came to our city on First day morn- 
ing,—attended our meeting and school that 
day, and an evening meeting with the Nor- 
wegians, who hold a meeting after our manner. 
He expects to go to-morrow to Laporte, and 
so on toward the East; to be at Northern 
Quarterly Meeting at Back Creek, Ind., and 
Monthly Meetings composing it. 


PIGEON POST. 
BY J. K LORD, F.Z.S. 
Someluded from page 461.) 
There is an account given of a race or 
match with pigeons which took place in the 
year 1865. The starting point was Liver- 
pool, the winning point Ghent; the distance 
to be traversed, traced in a straight line, was 
just 500 miles. Thirty birds were started at 
half-past five in the morning. Some of the 
birds reached Ghent that same evening, hav- 
ing accomplished the distance in something 
like twelve hours and twenty minutes, or at 
a rough average of forty miles an hour. Some 
of them arrived more than an hour after the 
first batch, and eight out of the thirty were 
lost altogether. It is hardly necessary to re- 
mark upon the flights of pigeons one sees 
circling round and round over the busy 
throng assembled upon Epsom Downs, so 
soon as the name of the De rby winner is 

made known. Each is a “homing bird,” 
bearing the intelligence to London or else- 
where. Some idea may be formed as to the 
extent to which this system of pigeon train- 
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ing is ; cel | on the Continent, when it is 
stated that there are over 150 pigeon clubs 
in Belgium, numbering 10,000 amateur pig- 
eon fanciers. 

It must, of course, be at once obvious that 
only materials of the lightest character can 
be conveyed, however strong and able a bird 
may he. I have often seen “ Carrier” pig- 
eons figured in books, flying with all speed, 
and bearing under their wing an ordinary- 
sized letter. Now a pigeon could no more 
fly with a letter dangling under its wing, 
than a man could swim with a heavy weight 
round his neck. Any pigeon-flyer would 
just as soon think of fixing a message te the 
bird’s beak as fastening it under the wing. 
The plan which used to be adopted was to 
write either words or cypher, or some very 
abbreviated form of communication, upon a 
strip of very thin vellum or other material, 
and then to wind this slip firmly but neatly 
round the tarsus, or scaled part of the pig- 
eon’s leg, fastening to finish with fine sewing 
i silk. Now, however, the camera and micro- 
scope have altogether changed the system, 
and a good paragraph can be sent by pigeon 
easier than a few words could only a short 





time ago. It isa startling fact, and one of 


the most remarkable achievements of modern 
science, that so many as 3.500 despatches, 
each consisting of twenty words, all told 
70,000 words, can be easily and readily car- 
ried by a single pigeon. 

The system of microscopic photography 


has been brought to a marvellous pitch of 
excellence. I have myself seen the whole of 


the Lord’s prayer compressed into a space 
but little over the eighth of an inch. The 
ten commandments similarly treated appear 
to the unassisted eye little other than a 
minute spot of dust; but only place them 
lunder the microscope, and the letters are as 
legible as though reading from the family 
Bible. By adopting this method of micro- 
scopic photographie printing or writing, the 
French have most cleverly managed to con- 
vey messages quite equal to ordinary letters, 
of business at any rate, by means of trained 
pigeons. Nor is this all. By employing the 
system generally in use by the telegraphic 
companies, viz., that of working with steno- 
graphic marks, the writing may be condensed 
into even a much smaller space. 

During the investment of Paris by the 
Germans, a very complete system of message- 
carrying by pigeons was established betwixt 
Tours and Paris. ‘Lhe trained birds were 
conveyed away from Paris in balloons, and 
sent back again the bearers of news from 
the outside world. I have already described 
the plan usually resorted to for attaching 
the message to the feathered postman. This 
has to a great extent given place to a better 
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476 FRIENDS’ 
system. The microscopic message or letter 
is first of all carefully rolled up, and then 
neatly but securely fastened to the centre 
feather of the tail. This feather is wisely 
chosen because when the tail is spread during 
flight the middle feather remains stationary, 
as it does when the tail is closed during the 
period of rest. Besides affixing the letter 
to the tail feather, other feathers are stamped 
with the place of departure, number of the 
bird, or like matters or interest or import- 
ance. 

On the 18th of November last year the 
Postmaster-General received instructions 
from the Director-General of the French 
Post Office that a special despatch, by means 
of “homing pigeous,” of correspondence ad- 
dressed to Paris, had been established at 
Tours, and that such despatch might also be 
made use of for the transmission of short 
letters ur notes written in the United King- 
dom and forwarded by post to Tours. The 
conditions regarding this novel postal system 
were that “ every letter must be mailed with- 
out cover or seal, and must be duly regis- 
iered; that no letter shall consist of more 
than twenty words, including the address and 
signature of the sender; the rame of the 
person to whom the letter is addressed, and 
the abode of that person plainly described, 
shall be treated only as one word; that no 
numeral figures shall be used : for instance, 
as concerns the number of a house, ‘ one 
hundred and twenty,’ instead of 120. All 
letters to be written in French clearly and 
intelligibly, and such letters to relate entirely 
to private affairs.” The charge for these 
letters was fivepence for every word, prepaid, 
in addition tothe regular postage of sixpence 
for a single registered letter sent to France. 

The Germans then investing Paris, in order 
to hinder this ingenious mode of enabling 
the Parisians to communication with 
the outside world, employed numbers of 
trained hawks, which were flown at the post 
pigeons. The flight of the pigeon is much 
swifter than that of the hawk, and it also 


hold 


generally wings its way at a very considera- 
ble altitude, so that the hawks, it was thought, 


would do but insignificant damage to the 
feathered letter-carriers. lowever this may 
be, a correspondent writing from Paris early 
ip November, stated that, although more | 
than 170 pigeons had been carried away in 
balloons, only twenty-two had then returned, | 
and not one during a period of more than a 
fortnight. He remarks that “the birds re- 
fuse to fly late in the afternoon, and at this 
time of the year also they are unwilling to 
travel, especially against the wind.” But at 
a later date he reports that, notwithstanding 
the comparatively small number of the birds 
which had then returned, 226 private des- 
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patches had been received through them.— 
The Leisure Hour. 


— 
For Friends’ Review. 


AN INTERLEAVED BIBLE. 
BY M. 8. W. 


Matt. ii.11. The presents which they brought 
were perhaps selected by them merely as 
being the most precious productions of their 
country ; yet there is a seeming significance 
in them. Thus in the gold we discern a fit- 
ting tribute to the infant Saviour’s royalty ; 
in the frankincense, as being especially de- 
vted to divine worship, an offering to His 
Deity ; and the myrrh, as being largely used 
in the burial of the dead, a token of that 
atonement which He was to make, by death, 
for the sins of men 

Matt. iii. 2. So little did the Jewish people 
understand the scope of these predictions, 
that they almost universally looked for an 
earthly kingdom, over which the Messiah 
should reign in Jerusalem, sitting in a literal 
sense on David’s throne, and exalting their 
nation to a pitch of grandeur and power far 
beyond anything under their most illustrious 
kings. We, however, know that the king- 
dom of which the prophets spoke, consists in 
the sovereignty which the Lord Jesus Christ 
now exercises at the Father's right hand. 
That sovereignty extends over the universe, 
and all that it contains (Heb. i. 2), but it 
embraces in an emphatic and peculiar sense 
those who are His willing and obedient serv- 
ants. (Eph. i. 19, 20.) 

Matt. v. 39. That the precept, not to resist 
evil, together with the illustrations which fol- 
low, was not intended by our Lord to enjoin 
passive acquiescence in wrong of every kind 
to the extent of refraining from remonstrance, 
and from appeals to the civil magistrate for 
protection and redress ; much less to prescribe 


NOTES FROM IV. 


isuch a course as that of courting the repeti- 


tion of an injury, is abundantly manifest 
from His own practice and that of His apos- 
tles. John xviii. 23; Acts xvi. xxii. 25; 
xxiii. 17; xxv. 10,11. Its design was to in- 
culeate upon His followers the cultivation of 
a patient, meek, and peaceable spirit. We 
cannot believe that Christ’s disciples are to 
be governed by one moral law, indi- 
vidual men, and by another and often a 
widely different one, as members of a civil 
community. 

Matt. vii. 29. The application of the illus- 
trations in this and other chapters is re- 
markable ; they illuminate the precepts in a 
manner to render them clear and impressive 
—we do not remember the illustrations only, 
but the truth they were intended to impart 
remains in the memory. Is this always ob- 
served in Sabbath Schools? A little girl was 
asked by her mother “ what did M. M. teach 
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you to day ' eat, |” nothing,’ replied the | with—* through whose word all things do 
child, “ but she told us lots of stories.” | exist.” 

Matt. viii. 26. This plainly shows that the; Matt. xii. 1. A lady who had journeyed in 
cessation of the tempest must have been| India saa that one day she rested beneath 
miraculous, not natural; since, in the latter}the shade of some widespreading banian 
case, the surface of the sea would have been trees, while her bearers kindled a fire. Close 
agitated for some time. | by was a garden of vegetables, and the lady 

Matt. viii. 28. The region was called Ger-| saw her servant coolly walk into the garden 


gesa, or Gadara, as both. lay on the southeast! and gather his hands full of the vegetables, 


coast of the lake or sea, across from Caper- 


demoniac; probably one of them was much 
more remarkable or notorious than the other. 


| and began to cut them up preparatory to 
naum. Mark and Luke mention only one| cooking them. 


The lady told him not to 


forget to pay for all he took to the owners. 


The man smiled, and said they would not re- 


Matthew also mentions two blind men, but| quire payment. She told him it would be 


Mark and Luke only Bartimeus in chap. xx. | stealing not to pay for them. 


Matt. ix. 4. What is more emphatically | 


The man said, 
“That. no stealing, that one custom in my 


the attribute of Deity than this? And,| country ; travelling g in this way, take what we 


therefore, what can more decisively prove 
that Christ was truly God. John ii. 25. 
Matt. x. 8. The first application of that 


want, but ho carry a\ way. TI ne owners soon 


appeared, and they all seemed amused when 


the servant told them he had been accused of 


counsel was in reference to the preaching of|stealing. It had been the habit of the coun- 


the Gospel ; the, imparting to other men what 


try from time immemorial, and they were 


they themselves had received. Go and tell contented to do as their fathe rs had done. 


your fellow-men these good news, for you 
yourselves were undeserving of such a bless- 
ing when the Lord sent it. Show your esti- 
mate of what you have received by your ef- 
forts to impart it to others far and wide. 

Matt. xi. 3. Can we doubt that John} 
shared the prevalent misconception of his | 
countrymen—that when Christ declared that | 
the kingdom of heaven was at hand, it was| 
an immediate, glorious, outward empire? John, 
though the greatest of the prophets, dwelt 
among their shadows. He sent to Christ be- | 
cause he did not understand the spirituality 
of His kingdom, and to remind Him that he 
was failing to meet the expectations which 
greeted the destined monarch and Redeemer 
of Israel. 

Matt. xiv. 20. Arabs have a strong respect 
for wheat in any shape. If a morsel of bread 
fall to the ground, an Arab will gather it up 
with his right hand, kiss it, touch his fore- 
head with it, and place it in a recess or on a 
wall, where the birds of the air may find it; 
for they say, “We must not tread under foot 
the gift of God.”— Life in Palestine. 

Matt. xv. 36. We never read of cutting 
bread with a knife, in the Bible; nor is this 
now done in the East. The bread was and | 
is always baked in thin cakes, either small or 
large—not in loaves—and is easily broken. 
It was customary to pronounce ¢ a sho rt prayer | 
before eating. This prayer or grace was dif-| 
ferent for diffe arent kinds of hod : our L rd | 
blessed the loaves and fishes separately— 
as at the last Passover He did the bread and 
wine. Before eating bread and other pro- 
duce of ground plants: “ Blessed be thou, 
O Lord our God, king of the universe ; who! 








lrested her attention. 


Matt. xxi. 21. Faith may lay hold of 
truths far transcending reason or experience. 
An African king had never seen water be- 
come solid, so that men could walk on it, but 
he did right to believe it on the testimony of 
Englishmen. Reason can climb high moun- 
tains, but faith is like the eagle, which can 
soar upward from their summits. 

catia 
A SPEAKING PORTRAIT. 

There is an old Greek story of a woman 
of dissolute life, who was sitting one night 
at supper in the midst of a company of rev- 
elers, when her eye lighted on the portrait of 
asage and virtuous man on the wall oppo- 
site. Its calm and thoughtful expression ar- 
‘She thought of the 
serene, subdued, contented mind that looked 
forth in those noble lineaments. The con- 
trast of all this with her own rude life and 
wretched heart struck her powerfully. She 
rose up from that festive board, forsook her 
old associates and way of life, and sought 
peace in the path of «al and virtue. 

When we read that story, it seemed to us 
to symbolize the force of example. No good 
life is without power. Even the face of a 
good man awakens and moulds to goodness 


| those who behold it, though his lips are silent. 


We all know that the most powerful influence 

we ever felt was that which did noé asse rt it- 
self—did not seem even to be conscious of its 
own power—but swept over us, still as the 


| breeze, penetrative as the radiations of light, 


vanquishing us without alasnene our pride, 
or waking up our sleeping prejudices to arm 


| themse sive: s for resistance. So it was that the 


divine Teacher set up a little child to teach 


hast created the fruit of the ground,” or “ the | His apostles, and more than that, to teach 


fruit of the tree;” for animal food they end!them the very highest truth and virtne. 










































































































































































































































































































































































478 FRIENDS’ 
What a sublime lesson was there on the 
power of silent influence! So is it that the 
countenance of a wise and good father, and 
of a gentle and loving mother, will mold a 
whole household to goodness, and even after 
the material form has been laid in the grave, 
the imprint of it, left upon the memory, will 
continue to warn, counsel and comfort those 
who were wont to look upon it in life. Have 
you ever read Cowper’s exquisite “ Lines ad. 
dressed to my Mother’s Portrait?” Have 
you ever heard that sweet effusion, “ My 
gentle, gentle Mother?” Both embody with 
great beauty the sentiment we have been try- 
ing to unfold. There is great power in a 
good portrait, whether drawn in material 
colors by the artist's skill, or visible only 

‘to the mind’s eye,” and drawn i in the warm 
and unfading colors of a loving heart. May 
you, dear reader, have many such portraits 
hanging up in the secret cabinet of your 
memory, and have your own features ‘thus 
traced and remembered when you “ go hence 
and are no more seen.— Exchange. 


—- er 
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES.. 

When, not many years ago, reviving 
Christian influences spread through the 
churches, and over many lends, what joy 
was given, and what hope was heralded to 
the Bride of Christ. It was one of those 
eras when the multitudes praise. 

Songs of rejoicing for deliverance found, 
or Hosannas to Israel’s King, broke forth 
from many lips and many hearts. Loving 
and faithful disciples were permitted to 
gather round a specially blessed table of 
communion with their Lord, as in larger, 
clearer faith, their spiritual life partook of 
the saving efficacy ‘of His flesh and of His 
blood. 

But to the still militant cause of Christ, 
triumphal hours are followed by more des- 
perate assaults from the enemy’s camp, the 
more determined array of the forces of evil 
“against the Lord and against His anointed.” 
When Christ entered Jerusalem as a King, it 
was to lay down His life there. And our 
highest communions below still “ show forth | 
the Lord’s death till He come.” 

Does not every Christian feel the shadow 
succeeding the glory, in the terrible preva: | 
lence of wickedness over the earth to-day ?| 
God still blesses His church, and bestows the 
tokens of His pleasure and His favor upon 
her. His presence is her crown, and His 
power is her strength. But once more (as so 
often before,) she is called to share in the} 
fellowship of Christ’s sufferings. In the} 
presence of scoffing foes, many a harp is 
hung upon the willows. : 





There i is wearing of | 


sackcloth unseen by the world. There is | 
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fasting in secret by many, who in the sight 
of men wash and anoint. 

The Church (I use the term in its broad 
sense,) is called to humble herself; not alone 
because of the abounding of sin around her, 
but also for the corruptions within her bor- 
ders. 

A superficial religion, a profession without 
heart-work, presents no bulwarks against the 
unbelievers’ attacks. A Christianity that 
carries in its capacious and unyielding grasp 
all the pride-festering follies of a debased 
world, is powerless to wield those weapons 
that are mighty through God to the pulling 
down of the strongholds of evil. The liber- 
ties of the Church are usurped by the spirit 
of the world. The unsanctified human heart 
is claiming the freedom which belongs alone 
to him whom the Son makes free. 

The line that separates the professing 
Church from the world is becoming dim, 
while they who take the name of meek and 
lowly followers of a meek and lowly Saviour, 
delight in the ball-room and its associations, 
in the popular amusements of the day, and 
in the unbounded indulgence of self flatter- 
ing personal adornment, Where is the line 
that distinguishes the Christian from the 
worldling? The outward hedge around the 
field and the fold is broken down. The “ lit- 
tle foxes” enter to “spoil the tender vines,” 
and ravening wolves to bear the lambs away. 

But a living Church Christ owneth still. 
She has watchmen that slumber not; and 
weeping ones who plead, “ Spare thy people, 
and give not thy heritage te reproach !” 

Among those who mourn the desolations 
of Jerusalem, God may be preparing work- 
men to “arise and build.” For the Church 
of the future has broken walls to repair. 
Not walls to alienate one portion of it from 
another, but walls to separate it from the 
world. For the world “hates” Christ, and 
hates His true disciples. Christianity must 
have its visible marks, known and read of all 
men. The Christian warrior must have his 
uniform. The runner who would win in the 
heavenly race must “lay aside every weight,’ 
and “keep his body under.” 

O, Church of God! what demands are 
being laid upon thee in this eventful and 
overturning day! Not only to extend to 
“all nations” the glad tidings of the G spel, 
but to bear aloft in unspotted purity, the 
holy standard and banner of the Cross, 
against all the hosts that conspire to drag it 
down! 

For higher work, for a yet more glorious 
mission, the living Church will, I believe, 
receive in the Lord’s own time, a freshly en- 
ergizing and empowering baptism of the 
Holy Ghost. The world awaits, the Church 
awaits a new Reformation. Many false 
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teachers, and false prophets, and false Christs, 
are arisen, and announcing it saying, “ Lo, 
here is Christ,” or“ Lo, He is there.” 

But the reformers of the Church will 
doubtless be called from the Church itself. 
Such has been the Lord’s way. His chosen 
apostles were from His chosen people, de- 
generate though that people were. And the 
great reformers since have been raised out 
of the Church. God will not fail to fulfil 
His promises, and still honor His Church 
bought with a Saviour’s blood, in every liv- 
ing branch and member of it. And the more, 
as she is more restored to the chasteness of 
her first love. He will purge her, as a re- 
finer with fire. “ He will purify the sons of 
Levi, that they may offer unto the Lord an 
offering in Righteousness.” Judgment must 
begin at the house of God. Great is her 
warfare to be accomplished. She is militant 
on earth, where sip is. She will be triumph- 
ant in Heaven, when the “ marriage of the 
Lamb is come,” and “she hath made herself 
ready.” And it will “be granted unto her to be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white. And 
the fine linen is the Righteousness of Saints.” 

Towa. J. B. 
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THe Breve 1x Russta.—In Russia the 
circulation of the Bible is rapidly increasing. 
Not long ago a handsomely bound copy of the 
New Testament, quarto size, was presented to 
one of the Emperor's children as a birthday 
gift. The Empress complained of its size, 
and asked: “ Why is not a smaller edition 
printed?” “If it is your Imperial Majesty’s 
pleasure, it can soon be done,” was the an- 
swer. Her Majesty at once gave orders for 
15,000 copies, and the number was soon in- 
creased to 50,000. Since 1863 over 85,000 
copies of the New Testament have been cir- 
culated in the Russian language.— Exchange. 
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SUNSHINE AND SHOWERS. 


Two children stood at their father’s gate— 
Two girls with golden hair; : 

And their eyes were bright and their voices glad 
Because the morn was fair. 

For they said, ‘‘We will take that long, long walk 
In the hawthorn copse to-day, 

And gather great bunches of lovely flowers 
From off the scented May ; 

And, oh! we shall be so happy there, 
Twill be sorrow to come away !”’ 

As the children spoke, a little cloud 
Passed slowly across the sky, 

And one looked up in her sister’s face, 
With a tear-drop in her eye; 

But the other said, ‘‘ Oh, heed it not— 
’Tis far too fair to rain; 

That little cloud may search the sky 
For other clouds in vain.”’ 

And soon the children’s voices rose 
In merriment again. 







, 













But, ere the morniag hours waned, 

















Now these two fair- haired sisters 
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The sky had changed its hue, 


Avd that one cloud had chased away a 


The whole great heaven of blue. 


The rain fell down in heavy drops, 


The wind began to blow, 

And the children in their nice warm room, 
Went fretting to and fro; 

For they said, ‘‘When we have aught in store, 
It always happens so,’’ 


Had a brother out at sea— 

A little midshipman aboard 
The gallant ‘‘ Victory.”’ 

And on that self same morning, 
When they stood behind the gate, 

His ship was wrecked, and on a raft 
He stood all desolate, 

With the other sailors ronnd him, 
Prepared to meet their fate. 


Beyond they saw the cool, green land— 
The land with its waving trees, 

But above the burning noootide sun 
With scorching stillness shone ; 

Their throats were parched with bitter thirst, 
And they knelt one by one, 

And prayed to God for a drop of rain, 
And a gale to waft them on. 

And then that little cloud was sent— 
The shower in mercy given, 

And then before the rising breeze, 
Their raft was landward driven. 

And some few mornings after, 
When the children met once more, 

And their brother told the story, 
They kuew it was the hour 

When they had wished for sunshine, 


And God had sent the shower. ate te 
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“ PHOU, LORD, KNOWEST THY SERVANT.” 
BY ANNA SHIPTON. 


Thou knowest, Lord, Thou knowest all about me, 
And all the winding way my feet have trod: 
And now thou know’st [ cannot go, without Thee 
To guide me onward through the swelling flood. 
Thou know’st my way—how lone, how dark, how 
cheerless, 
If Thy dear hand I fail in all to see; 
Bright with Thy smile of love, my heart is fear- 
less, 
When in my weakoess I can lean on Thee. 


Give me Thy presence; go Thou, Lord, before me : 
Make a plain path where all is rough and drear: 
So let me trust the love that watches o’er me, 
And in the shadows still believe Thee near. 


-_—r- 


SUMMARY OF NEWS. 

Forgien InTsLuicEsce.—European advices to the 
13th inst. have been received 

In the French National Assembly, oa the 6th, 
Louis Blanc, Victor Hugo and Quinet made a de- 
mand for the detention of the members of the Gov- 
ernment of Defence until they shall have returned 
an account of their acts until the evaeuation of 
Paris; and another member, Delesc!luze, submitted 
a demand for their impeachment and arrest on the 
charge of high treason, Later dispatches do not 
mention any action on these propositions, or show 
that any notice whatever was takeaof them. A 
proposition was pending for some days, for the re- 
moval of the Assembly from Bordeaux to Fontaine- 
bleau, and on the llth, after an earnest speech 
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from Thiers in favor of Versailles as the place of 
meeting, the Assembly, by a vote of 407 to 104, re- 
jected an amendment demanding immediate Ye- 
moval to Paris, and adopted the proposition to re 
move to Versailles. The first public sitting at that 
place is to be held on the 20th inst. It was an- 
nounced on the 13th that Versailles had been evac- 
uated by the Germans, and a French garrison in- 
stalled. 

The navy, it is stated, has been greatly reduced, 
and the dock yards at L’Orient aud Rochelle have 
been rented by private companies. Foreign squad- 
rons have been recalled. An exhibit made of the 
strength of the French forces in the field, represents 
the total number under arms at 420,000 men. 

Paris has been in a disturbed state since the 
capitulation, and at one time serious troubles were 
feared. A part of the National Guard are reported 
to have formed camps armed with cannon at Mont- 
martre, Belleville, and other revolutionary quar- 
ters, resisting the action of the government for 
their disbanding. Gen. Paladines was appointed to 
command the National Guard, and in his first or- 
der he invoked the co operation of all in maintain- 
ing order, and declared that tranquility alone could 
restore prosperity to France; and gave assurance 
that all disturbances would be promptly repressed 
and their promoters sternly dealt with. The gov- 
ernment, it is said, maintained a conciliatory atti- 
tude toward the malcontents, and this, with the 
firmness of Gen. Paladines, appears to have had a 
good effect. The National Guard finally agreed to 
surrender all their connon, on condition that thei- 
organization should not be dissolved, and the allow- 
ance of one franc and a half per day to each member 
should be continued until business is resumed. 

he leaders of the riot in Paris which endeavored 
to overthrow the government on the 10th of Twelfth 
month, have been triei by a council of war, four of 
them condemned to death for contumacy, one to 
two years’ and one to six months’ imprisonment, 
and the remainder acquitted. 

A convention for the return of the French prisoners 
in Germany had been signed at Ferrieres ; some are 
to return by sea and some by Jand. All those held 
in neutral custody in Belgium have gone home. The 
report of Napoleon’s release, it is now said, was 
premature, and he is to remsin at Wilbelmshohe 
until the conclusion of the definitive treaty of peace 
He has addressed a communication to the President 
of the French Assembly, protesting against the vote 
by which that body declared that his dynasty had 
forfeited the throne, as upjust and illegal. The As- 
sembly, he says, was elected only to make peace, 
and has exceededits powers. The foundation of all 
public right is the plebiscite, and to that, and that 
only, he is ready to submit. 

Tbe German Emperor set out on the 13th on his re- 
turn to Berlin, whither Bismarck had previouslygone. 


Tae Eastern Question.—The London Conference 
held a session on the 13th, at which all the mem- 
bers were present, including the Duke of Broglie as 
representative of France. In the evening, Karl 
Granville announced ip the House of Lords, that 
the Conference had closed, and that a treaty had 
been signed, abrogating the restrictions on the ad- 
mission of foreign war vessels into the Dardanelles 
and Bosphorus. The Sultan, in time of peace, may 
admit into those waters the vessels of friendly Pow- 
ers, whenever needed, to enforce the treaty of 1856. 
The Danubian Commission is prolonged twelve 
years. The protocol of the new treaty expressly 
declares that no Power can relieve itself from the 
obligations of the treaty without the consent of all 
the signatories. 
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Great Britain.—The House of Commons has 
passed the Education bill by a large majority, and 
also a bill permitting marriage with a deceased 
wife’s sister. The government has introduced a 
biil for the use of the ballot in elections, both par- 
liamentary and municipal. Some changes have 
taken plece in the Ministry, H. C. E. Childers, 
First Lord of the Admiralty, retiring on account of 
ill health, and several others changing their depart- 
ments. 

Spais.—The Londen Times has published a letter 
from Madrid asserting that the government has 
orjered the Duke of Montpensier to r tire to the 
islani of Minorca, for refusing to take the military 
oath to support King Amadens. 

Betciuom —The Chamher of Commeree of Ant- 
werp has adopted a memorial to the Minister of 
Foreiga Affairs, asking him to make efforts to em- 
body in the code of international law the proposi- 
tion of the inviolability of the property of private 
individuals at sea, and to obtain from the Powers 
an authoritative definition of the term ‘ contraband 
of war.’’ 

Paciric Ockay.—Shocks of earthquake occurred 
on the 19th ult. in the Hawaiian I[slands, be'ng 
general throughout the group. No lives were lost, 
but on one island large rocks were hurled from the 
cliffs, and some of the valleys were rendered unfit 
for cultivation by the debris from the mountains. 


Conoress.—The 41st Congress ended at noon on 
the 4th inst. The Appropriation bills were all 
passed, some of them as arranged by conference 
committees. The bill for a Southern Pacific rail- 
road also passed both Houses, in the form given by 
a conf-rence committee, styling the corporat.on the 
Texas Pacific R. R., and allowing one branch at 
each extremity of the main track. The 42d Con- 
gress convened according to law, immedistely on 
the expiration of the previous one feveral new 
Senators took the oath. The credentials of Gold- 
thwaite of Ala., Blodgett of Ga.,and Hamilton of 
Texas, to each of whom objection was made, were 
laid on the table. In the House, Connecticut, Cali- 
fornia, New Hampshire aud Texas are not repre- 
sented, as the elections in those States have not yet 
occurred. Some ot jection was made to the admis- 
sion of the Tennessee avd Mississippi members, but 
they were al owed to take the oath and their cre- 
dentials were referred to the Committee on Elec- 
tions. The Speaker and other officers «f the last 
House, were all re-elected. Although several 
bills have been introduced in both Houses, a gener- 
al disposition is manifested to make the first ses- 
sion short, and not to enter upon general legisla- 
tion ; but some action in reference to the disturbed 
condition of portions of the South is thought im- 
portant. A committee of the Senate appointed to 
investigate alleged outrages in that section, have 
made a majority anda minority report. The former 
considers it proved by a mass of testimony, that, 
especially in parts of North Carolina, a powerful 
secret organization exists, of a political character, 
but armed, popularly known as “ Ku Klux,’’ which 
has committed many murders and other outrages, 
and against which the civil authority is poweriess. 
They believe that Congress must provide a remedy. 
Similar complaints from some other States have not 
been investigated, from want of time. The mi- 
nority report dissents from the conclusions of the 
majority, and attributes the disorders in North 
Carolina to the course of some of the State officers, 
unwise legislation by Congress, and the proceed- 
ings of the Loyal Leagne. A bill intended to remedy 
these evils has been prepared for introduction in 
Congress. 





